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NHERI	Council	Monthly	Meeting	No.	9,	Y-8	
March	7,	2024	2:00	–	3:00	PM,	Eastern	(11:00	to	Noon,	Pacific)	

 
 

NHERI Council Meetings 
		

Title: NHERI Council - Spring 2024 

Location: https://DesignSafe-ci.zoom.us/j/91630249279 

When: March 7, 2:00 to 3:00 PM Eastern 

	
Attending:		

• Oregon	State	University:	Dan	Cox	(EF	Dir.)	and	Pedro	Lomonaco	(Fac.	Dir.)	Hinsdale	
• University	of	California,	Berkeley:	Matt	DeJong	(Co-Dir.),	and	Matt	Schoettler	(Assoc.	Dir.	–	Ops),	Stanford	

University:	Greg	Deierlein	(Co-Dir),	SimCenter	
• University	of	California,	Davis:	Jason	DeJong	(EF	Dir)	and	Dan	Wilson	(Assoc.	Dir.)	CGM	
• University	of	California,	San	Diego:	Joel	Conte	(EF	Dir.,)	LHPOST	
• University	of	Colorado	Boulder:	Lori	Peek	(Dir.,	CONVERGE)		
• University	of	Florida:	Jennifer	Bridge	(EF	Dir.	and	Council	Chair)	Powell	Lab	
• University	of	Texas	at	Austin:	Ellen	Rathje	(CI	Dir.)	and	Tim	Cockerill	(Dep.	Proj.	Dir.)	DesignSafe-CI)		
• University	of	Texas	at	Austin:	Ken	Stokoe	(EF	Dir.),	Tricia	Clayton	(CoPi),	and	Sungmoon	Hwang	

(syongmoon@utexas.edu)	(Operations	Manager)	Texas	Mobile	Equipment	Facility	
• University	of	Washington:	Joe	Wartman	(EF	Dir.	and	Council	Vice-Chair)	and	Jeff	Berman	(CoPI	and	Fac.	

Manager)	RAPID	
• National	Science	Foundation:	Joy	Pauschke	(Prog.	Dir,	NHERI)	
• Purdue	University:	Julio	Ramirez	(NCO	Dir.,	Council	Secretary),	JoAnn	Browning	(NCO	ECO	Leader),	and	

Dan	Zehner	(NCO	Sch./Ops.	Coord.)	
• Florida	International	University:	Arindam	Chowdhury	(EF	Dir.),	Ioannis	Sizis	(CoPI)	and	Steve	Diaz	(Site	

Operations	Manager)	WOW	
• Lehigh	University:	Jim	Ricles	(EF	Dir.),	Liang	Cao	(lic418@lehigh.edu),	Joe	Saunders,	(Facility	Manager)	
• Guests:	Kirsten	Ruiz	(kruiz@nsf.gov),	Senior	Associate,	Research	Infrastructure	Office,	National	

Science	Foundation	

	 	



	 2	

	

	

Minutes		

1. (5	min)	Attendance	and	introductions	(All)	
	

	
	
Guests:	Kirsten	Ruiz	(kruiz@nsf.gov),	Allison	Reilley		areilly2@umd.edu),	UMD	
	
	

2. (5	min)	Review	and	Approval	of	Minutes	of	2/08/24	Meeting	No.	8	in	Y-8	(Joe	Wartman.)		

Minutes	were	approved	as	distributed.	Joel	moved	and	Ellen	seconded	the	motion	to	approve	them.	The	
Minutes	were	approved	as	distributed	without	objection.	

	
Approved	Minutes	posted	at:	https://www.designsafe-ci.org/facilities/nco/governance/nheri-council/	
	

3. (35	min)	Old	Business	–		
	

a. Summit	2024	Activities		
	

i. Update	Summit	2024	May	14-15,	2024	College	Park,	MD	(Dan	Cox,	Jennifer	Bridge,	and	
Julio	Ramirez,	15	min)	

Dan	reviewed	the	status	of	the	program	for	the	Summit	(https://www.designsafe-
ci.org/natural-hazards-engineering-research-summit/2024/overview/).	The	program	is	
essentially	completed.	Julio	reviewed	the	status	of	the	Supplement	request	and	
applications	for	travel	grants.	He	also	reminded	the	Council	of	the	two	types	of	travel	
grants	that	would	be	available	to	early-career	researchers,	the	general	for	up	to	
$1300/travels	in	reimbursement	and	local	travel	grants	for	up	to	$200/participant.	
Allison	Reilly,	Summit	co-chair	for	UMD,	reviewed	the	status	of	the	space	and	facilities	for	
the	Summit.	Jennifer	Bridge	will	send	out	an	e-mail	to	the	Council	to	encourage	them	to	
have	displays	about	their	respective	facilities.		
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b. Discussion	of	data	publishing	efforts	at	the	EFs	(Ellen	Rathje-	10	min)	

Ellen	noted	that	she	will	be	contacting	EFs	to	ask	that	they	support	(push)	data	uploading	for	
researchers.	Discussion	also	addressed	data	from	other	researchers	that	are	relevant	to	hazards	
research	are	not	generated	by	hazards	research	are	being	uploaded.	The	DOI	and	dissemination	are	
major	reasons	for	this	upswing	in	data	archived	in	DesigSafe	DataDepot.		

	

c. Topics	for	discussion	in	2024	
i. Additional	topics	(Joe	Wartman-	10	minutes)	

Joe	Wartman	will	follow	up	on	best	practices	for	data	collected	during	post-event	
missions	at	a	future	meeting	

	

4. (10	min)	New	Business-	
a. Introduction	of	Kirsten	Ruiz,	Senior	Associate,	Research	Infrastructure	Office,	National	Science	

Foundation,	kruiz@nsf.gov	(Joe	Wartman,	Kirsten	Ruiz,	10	min.)	

The	Council	welcomed	Kirsten	Ruiz,	Senior	Associate,	Research	Infrastructure	Office.	Florence	
Rabanal	occupied	this	role	previously.	Her	presentation	has	been	attached	to	the	Minutes.	

	
5. Adjourn	

Ellen	moved	to	adjourn	and	Matt	DeJong	seconded	the	motion	to	adjourn	at	3:00	PM	ET	
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